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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 22827 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, TH, KS, KN 

SUB J : KOREAN RESOLUTION AT THE UNGA: KOREAN SPECIAL EMISSARY'S 
VISIT TO BANGKOK 

REF: BANGKOK 22603 

SUMMARY: KYEE HA CHOI, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO KOREAN PRESIDENT 
PARK, MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN OCTOBER 29. 
THE THAI TOOK A "FRIENDLY BUT FIRM" POSITION. THEY REAFFIRMED 
THEIR 

SUPPORT FOR THE FRIENDLY RESOLUTION AND ON THE PROCEDURAL 
QUESTION, BUT SETFORTH THEIR CLEAR INTENTION TO ABSTAIN ON THE 
HOSTILE RESOLUTION. END SUMMARY. 

1. ROK EMBASSY MINISTER KYUNG KUN KIM INFORMED US ON THE 
MORNING OF OCTOBER 30 THAT UYEE HA CHOI MET WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHATCHAI AT 1600 LOCAL, OCTOBER 29. IENG 
SARY WAS IN THE NEXT ROOM. ACCORDING TO KIM. CHATCHAI RE- 
ITERATED THE KNOWN RTG POLICY AND SAID THAILAND WOULD ABSTAIN 
ON THE HOSTILE RESOLUTION. (COMMENT: IN DISCUSSIONS WITH US 
CHATCHAI HAS SAID THAILAND WILL EITHER ABSTAIN OR VOTE AGAINST 
THE ALGERIAN RESOLUTION DEPENDING ON THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION AT THE TIME OF THE VOTE. IN HIS TALK WITH THE 
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KOREAN SPECIAL EMISSARY HE DID NOT EVEN MENTION THE POSSIBIL- 
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ITY OF A NEGATIVE VOTE.) 

2. CHOI REPORTED POINTED OUT THAT THAILAND’S VOTING PATTERN 
SHOULD NOT ONLY CONSIDER THROWING A BONE TO THE OTHER SIDE. 
BUT SHOULD CONSIDER THE ISSUE AT STAKE ON ITS OWN MERITS. 

CHOI POINTED OUT THAT THE HOSTILE RESOLUTION SEEKS TO 
DISMANTLE THE PEACE-KEEPING MACHINERY ON THE KOREAN 
PENINSULA AND WOULD THUS BE A DESTABLIZING FACTOR IN THE AREA. 

3. CHATCHAI APPARENTLY RESPONDED THAT, UNDER THE OLD 
MILITARY REGIME, THE RTG COULD DO WHATEVER IT WANTED WITHOUT 
PUBLIC CRITICISM OR INVOLVEMENT. HE THEORIZED, HOWEVER, 

THAT SHOULD THAILAND VOTE AGAINST THE HOSTILE RESOLUTION, 

THE STUDENTS AND OTHER LIBERALS IN THAI SOCIETY WOULD CRI- 
TICIZE THE GOVERNMENT SEVERLY. (COMMENT: THIS IS THE 
FIRST WE HAVE EVER HEARD OF THIS RED HERRING. END COMMENT.) 
CHATCHAI WENT ON TO SAY THAT SHOULD THE ASEAN COUNTRIES 
ASSUME A COMMON POSITION, THAILAND WOULD BE WILLING TO JOIN 
IT. HOWEVER, HE SAW NO PROSPECTS OF THIS ON THE HORIZON. 

4. CHOI REJOINED THAT MOST OF THE ASEAN STATES HAD IMPROVED 
THEIR POSITION ON THE KOREAN ITEM THIS YEAR OVER LAST YEAR. 

HE POINTED TO INDONESIA’S AND SINGAPORE'S SUPPORT FOR THE 
FRIENDLY RESOLUTION AND THE PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS. AND THE 
PHILIPPINES' ACROSS THE BOARD SUPPORT FOR THE FRIENDLY SIDE. 
CHATCHAI APPARENTLY REGISTERED CONSIDERABLE SURPRISE AT THE 
PHILIPPINES' DECISION. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE GOP HAD BEEN 
DISTURBED BY THE REJECTION OF ITS OBSERVER STATUS AT THE 
LIMA NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE. AND HAD SOUGHT THE SPEEDY DIS- 
MANTLING OF SEATO DURING THE RECENT MINISTERIAL MEETING IN 
NEW YORK AS A WAY OF IMPROVING PHILIPPINE BONA FIDES WITH 
THE NON-ALIGNED GROUP. 

5. CHOI WOUND UP THE MEETING WITH AN APPEAL FOR THE 
THAI TO RESTUDY AND RECONSIDER THEIR POSITION DURING 

THE ELEVENTH HOUR REMAINING BEFORE THE VOTING IN NEW YORK. 
THE THAI AGREED TO DO SO BUT WITHOUT INDICATING WHAT FORM 
THIS RECONSIDERATION MIGHT TAKE. 

6. IN REPORTING ALL OF THIS, KIM ALSO MENTIONED THAT THE 
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KOREAN EMBASSY HAD AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT IENG SARY 
HAD ALSO RAISED THE KOREAN QUESTION WITH THE RTG DURING 
HIS CURRENT VISIT HERE. KIM PLACED THIS IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE CAMBODIANS SUPPORTING THEIR CHINESE FRIENDS IN REPAY- 
MENT FOR SUPPORT THE PRC HAS ACCORDED THE NEW CAMBODIAN 
REGIME. KIM DID NOT BELIEVE THAT IENG SARY'S DEMARCHE 
WOULD ALTER THE PRESENT RTG POSITION. WE SHARE THIS VIEW. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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